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British troops to be on the spot in time to affect die result, even if Britain decided to intervene, and on this assumption it was confidently believed that the French would be defeated by the middle of September, and that Russia would not long resist the joint attack of Germans and Austrians. The war would then be over by Christmas, and Britain would be obliged to conform on pain of exposing France to destruction.
But when this plan miscarried, the Germans had no other except that of digging themselves into French territory and defying the Allies to turn them out. The Marne was a defeat but not a rout The Germans retired from it in comparatively good order, and stationing themselves behind the Aisne and the Vesle began to construct the trench line which finally stretched from the Swiss border to the North Sea. As they dug themselves in, so did French and British on a parallel line to the west. If it was imperative to keep the Germans from Paris, it was also imperative to prevent them getting to the coast and the Channel ports, whence they might have harried with submarines, or bombarded with shells, ships bringing British troops and munitions to France, and even stopped the oversea supplies by which London and a large part of England was fed.
The battle of the Marne was no sooner over than French and British raced north again to construct their line between the Germans and the sea, and on this line round about Ypres in Belgium terrible battles were fought between British and Germans in the autumn of 1914 and the spring of 1915.   In die meantime, Antwerp had fallen, though a spirited attempt to relieve it, of which Mr. Winston Churchill was the chief instigator and even the personal leader, had detained German troops which would otherwise have been available in these battles. By this time the original British army was sadly depleted, and the new army was not ready to take the field.   But the line held, and after desperate fighting, the Channel ports were saved.   Early in 1915 British and French on one «<4* ™' Germans on the other lay dug in on the fronts v little change were to be maintained for the next a half years.   There now set in the gr^^Ac- -between two vast and evenly balanc had ever witnessed.
In the early days the Allies hadFrench
